Delayed root canal therapy: an analysis of treatment over time.
A retrospective study of 898 teeth receiving root canal therapy was performed to document the sequelae of delayed completion of root canal treatment. Teeth were categorized into a prompt treatment group and a delayed treatment group. Comparisons of prompt and delayed treatment groups were made with regard to preoperative pain, interappointment emergencies, postobturation pain, and final treatment. Findings from this study show that a palliative endodontic procedure is an extremely effective treatment. However, 56% of teeth with incomplete root canal therapy eventually were extracted compared with 2 to 3% for the root canal filling treatment groups. By emphasizing the potential loss of the tooth rather than the potential of interappointment emergencies, the clinician may be more effective in achieving compliance among patients receiving delayed treatment.